CHUA NHAT THU 3 MUA VONG NAM B

MEMORY VERSE
“"Make straight the way of the Lord.”

HOQC THUQC LONG
“Hay stra cho ngay dudng Chua di.”
Ga 1,23

Jn 1:23



FIRST READING
(Is 61:1-2a, 10-11)

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah:

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because
the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to
bring glad ftidings to the poor, to heal the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives and release to the prisoners, to
announce a year of favor from the Lord and a
day of vindication by our God.

| rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the
joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a
robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle
of justice, like a bridegroom adorned with a
diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels.
As the earth brings forth its plants, and a
garden makes its growth spring up, so will the
Lord God make justice and praise spring up
before all the nations.

The Word of the Lord.

BAIDOC |
(s 61,1-2a. 10-11)

Trich Sach Tién Tri I-sa-i-a:

Thanh Théan Chda ngu trén t6i: vi Chua da xdc
ddu cho t6i; Ngudi da sai té6i dem tin mimg
cho ngudi nghéo khd, bang bd nhing tdm
hén dau thuong, bdo tin @n xd cho nhang ké
bi luu ddy, phdng thich cho nhing U nhan,
cong bé nam héng an cua Thién Chua.

T6i hén hé vui ming trong Chua, va long 1oi
hoan hi frong Chua t6i, vi Ngudi da mdac cho
16i do phan réi, va chodng do cong chinh cho
t6i, nhu tan lang ddu doi triéu thién, nhu tan
nuong frang sic bdng ngoc bdo. Nhu dat
dam chdi, nhu vuon ndy 16c, Chua cang lam
phdt sinh cdng chinh va 16i ca tung frudc mart
mudn dan.

Do Ia Léi Chua.



SECOND READING
(1 Thes 5:16-24)

A Reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the
Thessalonians:

Brothers and sisters:  Rejoice always. Pray
without ceasing. In all circumstances give
thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ
Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise prophetic utterances. Test everything;
retain what is good. Refrain from every kind of
evil.

May the God of peace make you perfectly
holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and
body, be preserved blameless for the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you
is faithful, and he will also accomplish it.

The Word of the Lord.

BAIDOC I
(17x5,16-24)

Trich Thu Th& Nhét Cla Thdnh Phao-16 GUi Tin
Hou Thé-xa-16-ni-ca:

Anh em than mén, anh em hdy vui mimg luén.
Hay cdu nguyén khéong ngimg. Trong mMOi
viéc, hdy cdm ta Chua. Vi dé Ia thanh y Thién
Chua vé tat cd anh em trong Chua Giésu Kito.
Dimg dap t&t Thanh Than; ding khinh khi cde
I&i fién tri, nhung hday nghiém xét moi su, diéu
gi tét hay gitrlgi. Hay frdnh xa sy d dudi moi
hinh thuc.,

Xin chinh Thién Chua binh an thanh hdéa anh
em todn dién, dé than tri, linh hén va thé xdc
anh em duoc gin gitr todn ven frong ngdy buc
Giésu Kitd Chua chung ta ngu dén. bang da
kéu goi anh em, chinh Ngudi I& Bdng Trung
Tin. Chinh Ngudi sé thuc hién.

Dé Ia Léi Chua.



GOSPEL
(Jn 1:6-8, 19-28)

The Gospel According to St. John:

A man named John was sent from God. He
came for testimony, to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He was not
the light, but came to testify to the light.

And this is the testimony of John. When the
Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to
him to ask him, "“Who are you?” He admitted
and did not deny it, but admitted, *| am not
the Christ.” So they asked him, "What are you
then? Are you Eljah?” And he said, "I am
not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered,
"No.” So they said to him, "Who are you, so we
can give an answer to those who sent us?
What do you have to say for yourself?” He
said: "I am the voice of one crying out in the
desert, ‘'make straight the way of the Lord,”” as
Isaiah the prophet said.” Some Pharisees were
also sent. They asked him, *Why then do you
baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the
Prophet?” John answered them, | baptize
with water; but there is one among you whom
you do not recognize, the one who is coming
after me, whose sandal strap | am not worthy
to untie.” This happened in Bethany across the
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

The Word of the Lord.

PHUC AM
(Ga 1,6-8. 19-28)

Tin Mimg Chua Giésu theo Thdnh Gio-an:

Co ngudi da duoc Chua sai dén, tén Ia Gio-
an. Ong dén nhu chung nhan dé ldm ching
vé su sang, hdu moi ngudi nhd 6ng mMaA tin.
Ong khong phdi Id sy sdng, nhung 6ng chi lam
ching vé susang.

Va day Id ching cda Gio-an, khi nhimg ngudi
Do-thdi t&r Gié-ru-sa-lem sai cdc vi tu té va cdc
thdy Lé-vi dén haoi 6ng: “Ong Ia ai?” Ong lién
fuyén xung, 6ng khong chdi, 6ng fuyén xung
rédng: “Toi khéng phdi Ia Dang Kitd.” Ho lién
hoi: “Thé Ia gi? Ong co phdi la E-i-a chang?”
Gio-an 1rd 1&i: “Téi khong phdi la E-li-a.” “Hay
ong l&d mot dang tien tri?”  Gio-an ddp:
“Khoéng phdi.” Ho lién bdo: “Vay éng la ai, dé
chung téi trd 16i cho nhimg ngudi sai chung
toi. Ong tu xung 1a ai?” Gio-an ddp: “Téi la
fiéng kéu trong hoang dia: Hay sita cho ngay
duong Chua di, nhu fién fri I-so-i-a dé loan
bdo.” V& cb nhing ngudi thudéc nhdém biét
phdi cung duoc sai dén. Ho héi Gio-an rdng:
“Néu 6ng khong phai Ia Duc Kitd, cung khong
phdi & E-li-a hay maot tién tri, vay tai sao éng
lam phép rda?” Gio-an trd 1oi: “Toi lam phép
ria trong nudc; nhung gita cdc nguoi, cd
Ddang mad cdc nguoi khong biét, Bang day sé
dén sau 1t6i, nhung chinh Bang dy da co frudc
161 va t6i khong ximg ddng cdi day gidy cho
Ngudi.” Viéc ndy xdy ra tqi Bé-ta-ni-a, bén kia
séng Gio-dan, noi Gio-an lam phép rda.

Dé Ia Léi Chaa.



Fill in the BLANY Dién vao chd TR7 NG

John said: "I am of one crying out in ., ‘make straight
" as the prophet said.”
1.
Gio-an dap: “Toi la frong : Hay stra cho ngay
, nhu tién tri dé loan bdo.”
SiWhen the Jews from sent priests and to him to ask
him, *“Who are you?” He admitted, ™ ”
2.
Khi nhimg ngudi Do-thadi fur sai cdc vi tu 1€ va dén
héi ong: “Ong Ia ai?” Ong lién tuyén xung réng: * ”
TRUE 0R FALSE DUNG HAY SAIl
When the Jews asked John the Baptist: *“Who are you?” He said in
reply: “| am a greatest prophet, my name is Elijah."
3.
Khi ngudi Do Thai hdi 6ng Gioan Tdy Gid: “Ong la ai?” Ong lién trd 16
ho: “Tai la moét tién tri vi dai nhdt, tén t6i 1a E-li-a."
John the Baptist came for testimony, to testify to Christ, so that all
might believe through him. John the Baptist was not Christ, but
4 came to testify to Christ,
Ong Gioan dén nhu ching nhan dé Iam ching vé Duc Kitd, hdu moi
ngudi Nhd 6ng ma tin. Ong khéng phdi 1a Duc Kitd, nhung ong chi
1AM ~hi'na vA e KitA
UNDERLINE the correct answer(s) GACH DUOI ciu tra loi ding:
Which group came to ask John the Baptist this question: *Why then
do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”
A. The Jews and the Priests
B. The Levites and Sadducees
C. The Pharisees
D. All of the above
5.

Nhém ndo da hoi 6ng Gioan Tdy Gid cdu ndy: “N&u éng khong
phai 1 Duc Kitd, cang khong phdi 1 E-li-a hay mét tién tri, vay tai
sao 6ng Iam phép raa?”

A. Nhoém nhing ngudi Do Thdi va cdc tu té

B. Nhém cdac thdy Lévi va Nhém Sa-déc

C. Nhém Pha-ri-séu

D. Tat cd déu dung



Word SEARCH Q

MEMORY VERSE

“Make straight the way of the Lord.”

Jn 1:23

HOC THUOC LONG

“Hay stra cho ngay dudng Chua di.”

Ga 1,23
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REFLECTIONS

FIRST READING

In this reading we are told what the Messiah will do:

What does it mean to say “The
Spirit of God is upon me"?
What does this mean for our

work, for what God calls us to
¥ Proclaim God'’s love do?

% Bring good news
¥ Heal the brokenhearted

& Setf people free

When Jesus came as the Messiah, he used these words of
Isaiah to describe his work. Bethlehem is only the beginning of his work in the world. Jesus wants
us to share his work, to be signs of light in our dark and froubled world.

Who do we know that is sad or froubled or caught in a situation they can’t fix? Who is
brokenhearted? Who is held captive by fear or doubt or bad habits or addictions? Who doubts
God’s love for him or her? How can we help now? How can we prepare ourselves to work for
changes?

What does it mean to say “The Spirit of God is upon me”? What does this mean for our work, for
what God calls us to do?

SECOND READING

This reading is taken from what is probably the oldest New Testament book, Saint Paul’s First
Letter to the Thessalonians, the people of northern Greece. It was written in the year 50 A.D. and
gives us a picture of the concerns of the Christian community twenty years after the ascension
of Jesus. The first three sentences state what for Paul are basic traits of the Christian: joy, prayer,
and thanksgiving. He prays that when Jesus comes we may be “blameless”, without sin and
worthy of our Lord’s coming.

What does St. Paul tell us are the three things that God wills for
us “in Christ Jesus”? What does “stifle” mean here? What
does it mean to “test everything”?

What does St. Paul tell us are

the fhrf.e ’rhm.gs that GHOd wills What are two sentences that tell Paul’s wishes for the
for us “in Christ Jesus"? Thessalonians? What sentence reassures us that we will be
holy?




GOSPEL

Today’s gospel reading is about the importance of giving .
witness. The role of John the Baptist was to testify to the light How are we preparing to
that is Christ. John the Baptist said he was not the Messiah. His | celebrate Jesus' coming this
baptism and his preaching were to prepare for the Messiah, Christmas as the Messiah?
one far greatfer than John. It is the coming of the Messiah that . .
the entire world awaits, and we learmn about who the Messian | What kindness can we give to
is from all of today’s readings. Waiting requires patience on | others this week to show that
our part, and becoming prepared for the one who is coming.
How are we preparing to celebrate Jesus’ coming this
Christmas as the Messioh? What kindness can we give 1o
others this week to show that we are ready?

we are ready?

Pray to the Spirit to know what your work in the world is.

Advent should be a time of watchfulness for us. We must never be asleep to the daily challenge
of Jesus in our lives,

What does John say that he is not? What does John say that he is? Do you think John is clear
about what his work is? Why does John baptize? How can we prepare for the one who is
coming?



St. Damasus
December 111

e

Damasus was born in Rome. He was brought up in a
very pious family as his father was a priest in Rome.
When Damasus grew up, he served as a deacon in his
father’s church. Then he converted, became a
Catholic and joined the priesthood.

These were exciting times for the Church. Damasus
was a priest who was generous and made many
sacrifices for his people. When Pope Liberius died in
366, Damasus became the pope.

He faced many severe difficulties. There was a false
pope named Felix. He and his followers ill-freated
Damasus. They lied about him, especially about his
personal moral life.

The pope had to stand ftrial before the Roman
authorities. He was proved innocent, but he suffered
very much because of it. His great friend, St. Jerome,
spoke strongly about the goodness of Damasus.

And Jerome had high standards. Pope Damasus
realized that the city priest were very rich and living like
kings. The country priests were a |of stricter.

Damasus asked the priests to live simple lives and not to collect money and possessions. He set
a wonderful example himself,

There were also many false teachings during his time as pope. Damasus explained the true
faith. He also called the Second Ecumenical Council which was held in Constantinople. It was
during his rule that Christianity officially became the religion of Rome.

Pope Damasus greatly encouraged people to love the Word of God in the scriptures. He asked
St. Jerome to translate the Bible info Latin. He also changed the official language of the liturgy
from Greek — except for the Kyrie —to Latin.

Pope St. Damasus died at the age of about eighty on December 11, 384. He was buried with his
mother and sister in a little chapel he had built.



